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Sign Matters
• The goal of the swampland program is to delineate the landscape from the swamp. 

Swampland constraints often take the form of an inequality, e.g., the WGC:

• Analyticity constraints on the S-matrix similarly give rise to inequalities (positivity 
bounds) that constrains the EFT coefficients.

• Natural to put 2+2 together. Indeed, some remarks were already made in [Arkani-
Hamed, Motl, Nicolis, Vafa ’06];[Adams, Arkani-Hamed, Dubovsky, Nicolis, Rattazzi, ’06].

• Leading irrelevant operators shift the extremality bound of RN black hole:

∃ state with
q
m

≥ lim
M→∞

Q
M ext

[Arkani-Hamed, Motl, Nicolis, Vafa ’06]

the CFT spectrum (i.e. the statement that the operator content of the theory is maximal

consistent with local OPE, as follows from modular invariance) forces us to have O(z) as an

allowed operator in the theory.

Another way to understand the existence of the operator O(z) is to note that it cor-

responds to spectral flow by 1 unit in the U(1). This simply corresponds to changing the

boundary conditions on the circle by exp(2πi θ p) where p denotes the U(1) charge and θ

goes from 0 to 1.

We thus see that the state corresponding to O(z) exists in the spectrum of CFT. Since

by assumption this is a left-mover state, this corresponds to NL = 0 and so M2 = 1
2Q

2
L − 1,

while asymptotically, the excited strings correspond to extremal black holes with M2 = 1
2Q

2
L,

so our string state is indeed sub-extremal.

5 Possible relation to subluminal positivity constraints

It is natural to conjecture that since there must exist states for which (M/Q) < 1 while

the extremal black holes have (M/Q) = 1, the extremal limit for (M/Q) for black holes

is approached from below, that is, that the leading corrections to the extremal black hole

masses from higher-dimension operators should again decrease the mass. This implies some

positivity constraint on some combination of higher-dimension operators.

It is interesting that similar positivity constraints have been discussed in [9], where it

was found that certain higher-dimension operators must have positive coefficients in order

to avoid the related diseases of superluminal signal propagation around configurations with

a nonzero field strength and bad analytic properties of the S-matrix. For instance, consider

the theory of a U(1) gauge field in four dimensions. The leading interactions are F 4 terms,

and the effective Lagrangian is of the form

− F 2
µν + a(F 2)2 + b(FF̃ )2 + · · · (28)

If the scale suppressing the dimension 8 operators is far beneath the Planck scale, we can

ignore gravity, and the claim of [9] is that a, b must be positive to avoid superluminal prop-

agation of signals around backgrounds with uniform electric or magnetic fields, and also to

satisfy analyticity and dispersion relation for the photon-photon scattering amplitude.

Of course these higher dimension operators also change the mass/charge relation for

extremal black holes. Indeed, there are many other operators which do this as well; at the

leading order they include R2 and RF 2 type terms as well. But we can imagine that the F 4

15

M2
extremal electric = Q2 −

2a
5

< Q2analyticity 

(causality)



Gravity Matters
• In the presence of dynamical gravity, the analyticity and boundedness properties of the S-

matrix are less understood. 

• An added assumption of Regge boundedness:

• Graviton exchange in the t-channel:

• One can argue that the amplitude cannot grow faster than  using the chaos bound 
[Maldacena, Shenker, Stanford, ’15] (or heuristically, using the `signal model’ [Camanho, Edelstein, 
Maldacena, Zhiboedov, ’14]). 

• A more careful treatment can be found in [Chandorkar, Chowdhury, Kundu, Minwalla, ’21]. Establishing 
this behavior is relevant for the Classical Regge Growth Conjecture. 

s2

M(s, t) ∼ −
1

M2
P

s2

t

lim
s→∞, t<0:fixed

M(s, t)/s2 = 0



Gravity Matters
• More recently, gravitational Regge boundedness for  was shown in [Hairing, Zhiboedov, ’22] 

to hold under some assumptions, including subexponentiality:

 everywhere in the region of analyticity in the upper half-plane .

• Interestingly, arguments using large IR logs to show swampland constraints is 4d specific 
[Arkani-Hamed, Huang, Liu, Remmen, ’21].

• Even though the Regge limit does not probe strong gravity (black hole exchange), 
understanding whether this is true for all UV completion may teach us lessons about the UV.

• Swampland constraint? Evidence: 1) perturbative string amplitude in flat space, 2) CFT 
argument [Caron-Huot, ‘17] for AdS scattering (leading  gives , to all orders ).

• The gravitational positivity bounds may be only approximately positive [Hamada, Noumi, GS, 
’18];[Alberte, de Rham, Jaity, Tolley, ’20]; [Tokuda, Aoki, Hirano, ’20];[Caron-Huot, Mazac, Rastelli, Simmons-Duffin, ’21].

D ≥ 5

arg(s) ∈ (0,∞)

1/N M ∼ s2 M ∼ s

|M(s, t) | < eC|s|β
, β < 1 for fixed t < 0



Gravitational Positivity Bounds

s

4m2−4m2 + t

C0

s

4m2−4m2 + t

IR expansion of the  amplitude:

                 

γγ → γγ

ℳ(s, t) = − 4su
M2

Plt
− 4tu

M2
Pls

− 4ts
M2

Plu

+
∞

∑
n=0

cn(t)
n! (s + t

2 )
n

Implications of analyticity

c2(t) − 8
M2

Plt
= 4

π ∫
∞

4m2
ds

Imℳ(s, t)
(s + t/2)3

Repeating the same argument as before, we find

How the graviton t-channel pole gets canceled depends on UV completion.

The leftover  piece can be positive or negative, modifying the “positivity bounds”.t0

For perturbative string amplitude, modification is   [Hamada, Noumi, GS, ’18]%(1) 1
M2s M2

P

• How the graviton t-channel pole gets canceled depends on UV completion.

• The leftover  piece can be positive or negative, modifying the “positivity bounds”.t0

c2(t) −
8

M2
Plt

=
4
π ∫

∞

4m2

ds
Imℳ(s, t)
(s + t/2)3ℳ(s, t) = −

4su
M2

Plt
−

4tu
M2

Pls
−

4ts
M2

Plu
+

∞

∑
n=0

cn(t)
n! (s +

t
2 )

n

[Hamada, Noumi, GS, ’18]



Weak Gravity Conjecture



WGC from Unitarity and Causality
• With these caveats, one can “prove” the WGC from unitarity and causality [Hamada, Noumi, GS 

’18], [Cheung, Liu, Remmen, ’18];[Bellanzini, Lewandowski, Serra ,’19], [Arkani-Hamed,  Huang, Liu, Remmen, ‘21]

• Such arguments have been extended to more complicated charged black holes  [Loges, 
Noumi, GS, ’19];[Loges, Noumi, GS, ’20].  

• In some cases, positivity bounds alone do not imply the WGC; additional symmetries of the 
EFT (well motivated from UV completions like  and ) are needed to 
enforce the WGC. [Loges, Noumi, GS, ’20].

SL(2,ℝ) O(d, d, ℝ)

ℒ =
1
2

R −
1
4

F2 +
α1

4
(F2)2 +

α2

4
(FF̃)2 +

α3

2
FFW

2(Q2 + P2)

M
≤ 1 +

32π2

5(Q2 + P2)3 [2α1(Q2 − P2)2 + 2α2(2QP)2 − α3(Q4 − P4)]



Strong forms of the WGC
• Consistency with dimensional reduction and duality suggests stronger versions of the WGC 

known as the sub-lattice WGC [Montero, GS, Soler ’16], [Heidenreich, Reece, Rudelius ’16] and tower 
WGC [Andriolo, Junghans, Noumi, GS ’18].

• The strongest evidence comes from string theory, suggesting a monotonic behavior. 

• The correspondence principle [Horowitz, Polchinski ’96] does not guarantee that the extremal 
curve stays on one side. True for BH with near-horizon BTZ geometry [Aalsma, Cole, GS ’19].

where QL is 22-dimensional vector and QR is 6-dimensional vector. The charges are quan-

tized, lying on the 28-dimensional even self-dual lattice with

Q2
L − Q2

R ∈ 2 (21)

Moving around in moduli space corresponds to making SO(22, 6) Lorentz transformations

on the charges.

Q = M

Q

M

Figure 4. The charge M of the heterotic string states of charge Q approaches

the M = Q line from below. The yellow area denotes the allowed region.

The extremal black hole solutions in this theory were constructed by Sen [8]. For Q2
R −

Q2
L > 0, there are BPS black hole solutions with mass

M2 =
1

2
Q2

R (22)

where we work in units with MPl = 1. For Q2
L − Q2

R > 0, the black holes are not BPS; still,

the extremal black holes have mass

M2 =
1

2
Q2

L . (23)

We can compare this with the spectrum of perturbative heterotic string states, given by

M2 =
1

2
Q2

R + NR =
1

2
Q2

L + NL − 1 (24)

where NR,L are the string oscillator contributions and where we chose units with α′ = 4.

The −1, coming from the tachyon in the left-moving bosonic string, is crucial. Note that

this spectrum nicely explains the BH spectrum of the theory, as the highly excited strings

are progenitors of extremal black holes. Consider large QL, QR , with Q2
R > Q2

L. Then,
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Can we upgrade the scattering positivity
 bound arguments to show this monotonicity?



Spinning WGC?
[See also Aalsma’s talk]



Rotating BHs
• Could there be similar constraints for rotating BHs? [Aalsma, GS, ’22]. Maybe not: 

• Rotating BHs can lose energy via superradiance.

• For pure gravity in , BHs w/ a given mass can have arbitrarily large  [Myers, Perry, 86].

• But …. 

• Spinning WGC for BTZ BH follows from c-theorem of the dual CFT [Aalsma, Cole, Loges, GS, ’20]

• In string theory, spin can sometimes be mapped to charge, e.g., 

D ≥ 6 J

5d Pure Gravity

4D KK BH 5D Myers-Perry BH
M4, Q, P, J4 M5, J1, J2



Rotating BHs
• However, in string theory, spin can sometimes be mapped to charge, e.g., 

• The leading correction to Einstein gravity is the Gauss-Bonnet term:

L5D =
1
2

R + λ (RabcdRabcd − 4RabRab + R2) Can consider KK BH with   
to fix the sign of  using the WGC

J4 = 0
λ

5d Pure Gravity

4D KK BH 5D Myers-Perry BH
M4, Q, P, J4 M5, J1, J2

[Aalsma, GS, ’22]



Mapping Spins to Charges
• Consider a rotating dyonic KK BH with  

 BH sitting at the tip of Taub-NUT 

• Taking a decompactification limit, this becomes a 5D MP BH with .

• Map between parameters:

• Calculate the leading higher derivative corrections to the extremality bound for the KK BH, 
either in 5D or its reduction to 4D, .

(M4, Q, P, J4)

→ (rBH ≪ R5)

(M5, J1, J2)

RGB → 4 − derivative terms involving R, F, ϕ

M5 ∼ M4 − Mmonopole

QP ∼
1
2 (J1 + J2)

J4 ∼
1
2 (J1 − J2)

Can map 5d rotations to 

pure charges when  J1 = J2!

[Aalsma, GS, ’22]



KK Black Hole
• KK black hole:

where 

• For , the expression simplifies:

•  does not change sign for a fixed .

• The WGC .

Γ = q/p

Q = P

δM4 λ

⇒ λ ≥ 0

δM4 ∼ ∫ d5x −gλRGB = −
8π2λR

p
(1 + Γ)

(1 − Γ)2 Γ2 − 1 (3πΓ2sgn(Γ − 1) + (1 − 4Γ) Γ2 − 1 + 6Γ2 arctan [ Γ + 1
Γ − 1 ])

For equal charges p = q these expressions simplify greatly and the mass correction is

�M
KK
4

��
p=q

= �32⇡2
R�

5qL
+

512⇡2
R⌘L

21q3
. (3.9)

Importantly, the correction (�M4)�  0 and (�M4)⌘ � 0 for the entire domain of �, see Fig.
LA: ?? Make figure.

3.3 Higher-Derivative Corrections to Kerr Black Hole

LA: The result for the 6-derivative correction to the Kerr black hole is:

�M
Kerr
4 =

8⇡⌘L

7↵3
(3.10)

4 Black Hole Instabilities

LA: Add discussion about superradiance etc.

5 Conclusions
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A Details on Kaluza-Klein Reduction
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The quantities A and B can be viewed as gauge fields when performing a reduction along
the y and t-direction respectively. The associated electric and magnetic charges are3

Q = 4⇡

s
q(q2 � 4m2)

p+ q
,

P = 4⇡

s
p(p2 � 4m2)

p+ q
.

(2.4)

We work with positive charges, such that p, q � 0. After making the y-direction compact
with radius R5, such that y = y + 2⇡R5, we perform a Kaluza-Klein reduction (whose
details can be found in Appendix A) to obtain a rotating dyonic Kaluza-Klein black hole
in four dimensions. In the Einstein frame, the action is given by

I =
1

16⇡G4

Z
d4x

p
�g4

✓
R4 �

1

4
e
�
p
3�
FabF

ab � 1

2
(@�)2

◆
, (2.5)

where � is the canonically normalized scalar field. The equations of motion are

Gab � 8⇡G4Tab = 0 ,

ra(e
�
p
3�
F

ab) = 0 ,

⇤�+

p
3

4
e
�
p
3�
FabF

ab = 0 ,

(2.6)

where the stress tensor is given by

16⇡G4Tab = e
�
p
3�

✓
F

c
a Fbc �

1

4
gabFcdF

cd

◆
+ @a�@b�� 1

2
gab(@�)

2
. (2.7)

By reducing the five-dimensional black hole solution we find that the dilaton is given by

' = e
��/

p
3 =

s
Hq

Hp
, (2.8)

the field strength is defined as F = dA and the metric of the Kaluza-Klein black hole in
the Einstein frame is

ds2 = � �✓p
HpHq

(dt+B)2 +
p
HpHq

✓
dr2

�
+ d✓2 +

�

�✓
sin2 ✓d�2

◆
. (2.9)

This metric, dilaton and field strength configuration solves the equations of motion (2.6).
We find that the ADM mass and rotation are given by

M
KK
4 =

p+ q

4G4
,

J
KK
4 =

p
pq(pq + 4m2)↵

4G4(p+ q)m
.

(2.10)

3Our definition of the charges differs by a factor 8⇡ and a minus sign for the B-field as compared with
[42, 43].
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Myers-Perry Black Hole

• MP black hole:

• However, for 

• The extremality bound for rotating BH is shifted negatively.

J1 = ± J2

δM5 ∼ ∫ d5x −gλRGB = −
4π2λ

L ( J2
1 + J2

2 − 6 |J1J2 |
|J1J2 | )

δM5 = +
16π2λ

L
≥ 0 where we used the Charge WGC ⇒ λ ≥ 0

indefinite sign!

[Aalsma, GS, ’22]



Kerr BH
• A chain of dualities maps a Kerr BH to a non-rotating charged dyonic BH:

• Similar logic can fix corrections to Kerr BH. However, the Gauss-Bonnet term is topological 
in 4D, and so the leading correction is the 6-derivative operator:

term. In four dimensions, this term is topological and the leading correction is a Riemann
cubed term. Because we are considering vacuum solutions, the Gauss-Bonnet term reduces
to the Riemann squared term. Thus, in total the corrections we have to study in five
dimensions are

�L =
�

L
RabcdR

abcd + ⌘LR
cd

ab R
ef

cd R
ab

ef . (3.2)

We are only considering parity-even terms. LA: Odd terms vanish?

3.1 Higher-Derivative Corrections to Myers-Perry Black Hole

We are now interested in studying higher-derivative corrections to the above geometries. We
will study the leading even-parity four and six-derivative terms which, using the equations
of motion, can be written in a basis of Riemann tensors.

I =

Z
d5x

p
�g

✓
R5

16⇡G5
+

�

L
RabcdR

abcd + ⌘LR
cd

ab R
ef

cd R
ab

ef

◆
. (3.3)

�M
MP
5 = �4⇡2

�

L

a
2 + b

2 � 6|ab|
|ab| � 16⇡2

⌘L

�
a
2 � 14|ab|+ b

2
� �

a
2 � |ab|+ b

2
�

|ab|3 (3.4)

We note that the sign of the correction to the extremality bound depends on the ration
|a/b|. If one of the linear combinations of the rotations vanish: a± b = 0, we find that this
expression simplifies and reduces to

�M
MP
5

��
a±b=0

=
16⇡2

�

L
+

192⇡2
⌘L

7a2
. (3.5)

In this case, a fixed sign of the Wilson coefficients (�, ⌘) also leads to a definite sign for the
corrections to the extremality bound.

3.2 Higher-Derivative Corrections to Kaluza-Klein Black Hole

�M
KK
4 =

�

L
(�M4)� + ⌘L (�M4)⌘ (3.6)

The form of these corrections is quite complicated and can be expressed in a relatively nice
form in terms of the ratio � = q/p. LA: Assumed (p, q) � 0 We then find

(�M4)� = �8⇡2
R

p

(1 + �)

(1� �)2
p
�2 � 1

 
3⇡�2sgn(�� 1) + (1� 4�)

p
�2 � 1

+ 6�2 arctan

"r
�+ 1

�� 1

#! (3.7)

and

(�M4)⌘ =
16⇡2

R

7p3
(1 + �)3/2

(�� 1)9/2�

 
105⇡�4sgn(�� 1) + (6� 32�+ 81�2 � 160�3)

p
�2 � 1

� 210�4 arctan

"r
�+ 1

�� 1

#!

(3.8)
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Corrections to Extremality Bounds

extremal Kaluza-Klein solution fixes � � 0. 5 If the four-derivative term is zero (which
could be the case in a particular UV-completion), the leading term is the six-derivative
term. Imposing this term to decrease the mass requires ⌘  0. The constraints this places
on the rotating solutions are displayed in Table 1. The main takeaway from these results is

�
LR

2
⌘LR3

�M
KK
4 - �LM� ⌘LM⌘

WGC: � � 0 ⌘  0

�M
MP
5

�
L16⇡

2
⌘L

192⇡2

7a2

Sign: + -

�M
Kerr
4 0 ⌘L

8⇡
7↵̂3

Sign: n.a. -

Table 1. Overview of the four and six-derivative corrections to the extremal mass of the different
black holes studied in this paper. The functions M(�,⌘) � 0 are given in (3.13). Imposing that
both higher-derivative corrections decrease the mass fixes the sign of the corrections to an extremal
five-dimensional Myers-Perry and four-dimensional Kerr black hole. A + sign indicates an increase
and a � sign a decrease in mass.

that the sign of the corrections to the extremality bound of rotating black holes does not
seem to be universal when we impose the WGC. The four-derivative correction increases the
extremal mass of the Myers-Perry solution, whereas the six-derivative correction decreases
the mass of the extremal Myers-Perry and Kerr solutions. We give an interpretation of this
non-universal behavior in terms of the instability of these black holes in the next section.

4 Superradiant Instabilities

From the results in Table 1 it is clear that the higher-derivative terms we considered do
not correct the extremality bound of extremal Kerr and five-dimensional Myers-Perry black
holes with a universal sign. In that sense, there does not seem to be a sharp statement, like
the charged WGC, that requires corrections to extremal rotating black holes to increase
their angular momentum-to-mass ratio.6

At first sight, one might not be surprised by this observation. As discussed in the
introduction, one of the motivations for the charged WGC, extremal black hole decay,
does not hold for rotating black holes due to superradiance. A necessary condition for

5Interestingly, while there is currently no known scattering positivity bound on the Gauss-Bonnet term,
the sign of � chosen by the WGC is consistent with that of string theory examples [47, 48] that violates the
KSS viscosity bound [49].

6As mentioned before, BTZ black holes are an exception. When corrections to the extremality bound
can be viewed as relevant perturbations in the CFT the holographic c-theorem can be used to argue for a
spinning WGC [41].
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Superradiance
• Rotating BHs are unstable due to superradiance which occurs when there is an ergosphere:

• How does the superradiant instability of rotating BHs manifest in the charged BH?

in the charged solutions. We will now show in detail that. in order for the superradiant
instability to exist, the charged solutions need to satisfy the WGC. A similar observation
was made in [36], but here we demonstrate the relationship with the WGC.

4.1 Rotational Superradiance

The condition for superradiance to occur can be derived in an elegant manner from black
hole thermodynamics [40]. The first law for rotating black holes is

dM = TdS + ⌦idJ
i
. (4.2)

Here ⌦i is the angular potential and the index i runs over different possible angular momenta
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the extremality bound. However, as we will now show this behaviour is different when we
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Extract energy  and angular momentum , 
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guaranteed if  ergosphere!∃

[Aalsma, GS, ’22]



Superradiance vs WGC
• Charged BHs have no ergosphere, but can lose energy in a similar sense if 

• If the particle extracting energy  and electric, magnetic charges  from the BH:

• This stronger charged superradiance condition implies the WGC:

• The superradiance condition and the WGC coincide when .

• Phrased in term of superradiance, rotating and charged BHs are treated in unified manner. 

ω (kq, kp)

kq/kp = Q/P

that in the charged case there is a clear relation between the WGC and the condition for
superradiance to occur. This was observed earlier in [41]. The first law for dyonic black
holes is given by

dM = TdS + qdQ+ pdP . (4.7)

Here  q,p are the electric and magnetic potentials and (Q,P ) the electric and magnetic
charge. Let us consider extracting energy ! and electric and magnetic charge (kq, kp) � 0.
This results in the following change in black hole parameters

dM/dQ = 16⇡G4!/kq , dM/dP = 16⇡G4!/kp . (4.8)

Following the same steps as before (imposing the second law and requiring dM  0) we
can derive the following condition for charged superradiance:

16⇡G4!  kq q + kp p . (4.9)

In the extremal limit, the potentials are given by
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r
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q
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p
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We find that the conditions for superradiance and the WGC are given by

Superradiance:
16⇡G4!

kq

p
1 + (P/Q)2/3 + kp

p
1 + (Q/P )2/3

 1 ,

WGC:
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(4.11)

It is straightforward to check that when the superradiance condition is satisfied, this implies
the WGC condition (but not the other way around):
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p
1 + (Q/P )2/3

 16⇡G4!
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The superradiance mass-to-charge ratio is maximized when kp/kq = P/Q, where it equals
the WGC condition. We note that if we were to consider a solution that is purely electric
or magnetic, the superradiance and WGC condition are always equivalent.

4.3 Superradiance vs. Weak Gravity Conjecture

Although for the rotating black holes we considered there is no obvious relation between
the condition for superradiation emission and the extremality bound, the situation is qual-
itatively different for charged solutions. Whenever the extremal Kaluza-Klein black hole
has a charged superradiant instability, the superradiant states also satisfy the WGC. This
gives an interesting perspective on the superradiant instability for the extremal rotating
solutions we considered in this paper. As discussed previously, from the perspective of
the five-dimensional Myers-Perry black hole with equal rotations, it is not clear if in four-
dimensions this is described by a rotating black hole with one unit of magnetic charge or a
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charged superradiance

[Aalsma, GS, ’22]



Axion WGC



Axionic WGC and Wormholes
• Without a clear notion of extremality for -1 form symmetries, wormholes have been used to 

set the WGC   [Andriolo, Huang, Noumi, Ooguri, GS ’20]; [Andriolo, GS, Soler, Van Riet ’22].

• The Giddings-Strominger wormhole is a solution to the Euclidean eoms for axion gravity:

f ⋅ Sinst < 𝒪(1)MP

r = r0

Figure 1. A wormhole connecting two asymptotically flat regions consists of two semiwormholes
with opposite axion charges and the same action, which are glued at a three-sphere represented as
r = r0. Each semiwormhole can be regarded as an instanton.

reasonable to expect that some information about UV physics is needed to prove the

WGC. The purpose of this paper is to identify such UV information for a specific version

of the WGC.

The axionic WGC predicts the existence of instantons whose action-to-charge ratios

are smaller than one in an appropriate unit [11]. It connects the WGC to the distance

conjecture [12] and imposes constraints on axion inflation scenarios3 (see e.g. [18–29] and

references therein) and ultralight axion dark matter models [30]. In this paper, we focus on

the axion-gravity system and the axion-dilaton-gravity system. We find that the WGC for

the axion-gravity system follows from unitarity, analyticity, and locality of UV scattering

amplitudes. On the other hand, these conditions are not su�cient for the axion-dilaton-

gravity system; we find that the WGC for this system is satisfied if we in addition impose

duality constraints.

In the 4D axion-gravity system, the upper bound is set by the action-to-charge ratio

of the macroscopic semiwormhole (see Fig. 1) as4

Sn

|n|


p
6⇡

4
·
MPl

f
, (1.1)

where n and Sn are the charge and action of the instanton required by the WGC, MPl

is the reduced Planck mass, and f is the axion decay constant. The WGC in this case

guarantees that the tunneling process through a collection of small instantons dominates

over the one through a single large instanton with the same charge. This is the axionic

WGC counterpart of the statement “every black hole has to decay” in the WGC for 0-form

3
The axionic WGC constrains inflation scenarios with periodic axions, i.e., axions with a compact field

space. Axion monodromy inflation (using branes [13, 14] and fluxes [15–17] to break the axion periodic-

ity) provides an interesting exception, though other Swampland conditions can potentially constrain such

models, see e.g. [9] for a review.
4
Since the notion of extremality for gravitational instantons is not clear (in contrast to the case for

black branes), it is not fully understood yet how to formulate a precise version of the WGC for (-1)-form

symmetries, see [26, 30, 31] and references therein. In this paper we follow [26, 30] and use macroscopic

wormholes, which are well controlled solutions in the EFT, as the reference to set the WGC bound.
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Giddings-Strominger wormhole

ds2 =

✓
1�

r
4
0

r4

◆�1

dr2 + r
2 d⌦2

3 H =
n

2⇡2
vol3 24⇡4

r
4
0 = n

2
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Evidence for Axionic WGC

• The WGC is set by the action-to-charge ratio of a 
macroscopic semi-wormhole (considering axion- 
gravity and axion-dilaton-gravity) [Andriolo, Huang, 
Noumi, Ooguri, GS ’20]; [Andriolo, GS, Soler, Van Riet ’22].

• Action-to-charge ratio was shown to decrease 
with charge by considering leading irrelevant 
operators with signs fixed by unitarity/causality 
[Andriolo, Huang, Noumi, Ooguri, GS ’20] and further by 
numerically solving wormhole solutions with 
general dilaton mass [Andriolo, GS, Soler, Van Riet ’22] 

Sinstanton

n
≲

Swormhole

n
=

6π
4

⋅
MP

f
axion gravity

q m2

f MP

sq

Sq f
q

n = 2π2q

[See Soler’s talk]



Wormhole Stability
• Previous works (25+ years) on perturbative stability of axion wormholes have led to 

contradictory claims, casting doubts on their contributions to the Euclidean path integral.

Frame Stable Gauge-
inv j=0,1 B.C.

Rubakov, Shvedov, ‘96 axion No No physical

Alonso, Urbano, ‘17 axion Yes Yes physical

Hertog, Truijen, Van Riet, ‘18 axion No Yes pure gauge

Loges, GS, Sudhir, ‘22 3-form Yes Yes pure gauge ✓

✓ ×
×
×

[Loges, GS, Sudhir, ’22]



Boundary Conditions and Gauge Invariance

• Under diffeomorphism, metric and axion/3-form perturbations are mixed. Physically 
meaningful conclusions can only be drawn on gauge-invariant perturbations.

• In analyzing scalar perturbations around the GS wormhole, the boundary conditions in the 
3-form picture can be imposed more straightforwardly. Finite energy perturbations:

 which corresponds to:

• Metric perturbations vanish at the boundaries. Gauge invariant perturbations are Dirichlet 
in the  picture [Loges, GS, Sudhir, ’22], while in the  picture, gauge invariant perturbations 
involve mixed b.c. [Hertog, Meanaut, Tielemans, Van Riet, to appear].

H3 θ

We have seen previously that there are several saddle points around N ⇠ q0, q1, ñ (see
Eqn. (3.12)). For these saddles the c-term is subdominant and shifts the locations of
the saddle points. A qualitative change to the Picard-Lefschetz analysis comes from the
appearance of new saddles points which occur for N � q0, q1, ñ. In this limit one has
hq+i2 ⇡ ⇡

2
ñN

16 and

S ⇡ 2⇡2

✓
3N � ⇡

2
cñ

16
N

4

◆
=) N

3
⇤ ⇡ 12

⇡2cñ
. (3.29)

One can check that even with this large value of N the c-expansion of q(t) is under control:
����
c �q(t)

q+(t)

����
N!1����!

�����
⇡c

64

3⇡
8

�
1 + (1� 2t)2

�
� 2F1

�
�3

2 ,�
1
2 ,

1
2 ; (1� 2t)2

�

t(1� t)

����� 
⇡(3⇡ � 8)|c|

128
⌧ 1 .

If c > 0 then N
3
⇤ > 0 and a new saddle appears on the positive real axis and always

contributes as a Lorentzian saddle under the contour deformation for any q0, q1. If c < 0

then N
3
⇤ < 0 and these new saddles never contribute under the contour deformation. See

Fig. 3 for two representative cases.

4 Boundary conditions & stability

Gravitational path integrals famously suffer from issues of convergence. Candidate saddle
points of the Euclidean path integral should be minima so that the action at the critical
point truly represents the dominant contribution from configurations near this point in field
space. Saddle points (with their unstable directions) can be interpreted as mediating decay.
Of course, statements of stability should only refer to gauge-invariant degrees of freedom.

In the previous sections we have restricted attention to spatially-uniform fields which
obscures whether the contributing saddle points are truly stable in the appropriate sense.
In order to address the question of stability we will analyze scalar perturbations around the
GS wormhole in the 3-form picture, the spectrum of which depends intimately on the chosen
boundary conditions; it is natural to choose Dirichlet boundary conditions for the 3-form
because of flux quantization. As we saw in some detail in Sec. 2, the duality which relates the
3-form and axion includes a correspondence between boundary conditions in the two frames:
Dirichlet boundary conditions for the 3-form correspond to Neumann boundary conditions
for the axion (equivalently, the Fourier transform of Dirichlet boundary conditions for the
axion, in the sense discussed in Sec. 2). Normalizable perturbations of the 3-form, namely
those with finite energy for which

Z
�H ^ ?�H < 1 , (4.1)

correspond, via H $ ?d✓, to perturbations of the axion which approach constant values at
the boundaries and which have finite energy

Z
d�✓ ^ ?d�✓ < 1 , (4.2)
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the saddle points. A qualitative change to the Picard-Lefschetz analysis comes from the
appearance of new saddles points which occur for N � q0, q1, ñ. In this limit one has
hq+i2 ⇡ ⇡

2
ñN

16 and

S ⇡ 2⇡2

✓
3N � ⇡

2
cñ

16
N

4

◆
=) N

3
⇤ ⇡ 12

⇡2cñ
. (3.29)

One can check that even with this large value of N the c-expansion of q(t) is under control:
����
c �q(t)

q+(t)

����
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�����
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64
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����� 
⇡(3⇡ � 8)|c|

128
⌧ 1 .

If c > 0 then N
3
⇤ > 0 and a new saddle appears on the positive real axis and always

contributes as a Lorentzian saddle under the contour deformation for any q0, q1. If c < 0

then N
3
⇤ < 0 and these new saddles never contribute under the contour deformation. See

Fig. 3 for two representative cases.

4 Boundary conditions & stability

Gravitational path integrals famously suffer from issues of convergence. Candidate saddle
points of the Euclidean path integral should be minima so that the action at the critical
point truly represents the dominant contribution from configurations near this point in field
space. Saddle points (with their unstable directions) can be interpreted as mediating decay.
Of course, statements of stability should only refer to gauge-invariant degrees of freedom.

In the previous sections we have restricted attention to spatially-uniform fields which
obscures whether the contributing saddle points are truly stable in the appropriate sense.
In order to address the question of stability we will analyze scalar perturbations around the
GS wormhole in the 3-form picture, the spectrum of which depends intimately on the chosen
boundary conditions; it is natural to choose Dirichlet boundary conditions for the 3-form
because of flux quantization. As we saw in some detail in Sec. 2, the duality which relates the
3-form and axion includes a correspondence between boundary conditions in the two frames:
Dirichlet boundary conditions for the 3-form correspond to Neumann boundary conditions
for the axion (equivalently, the Fourier transform of Dirichlet boundary conditions for the
axion, in the sense discussed in Sec. 2). Normalizable perturbations of the 3-form, namely
those with finite energy for which

Z
�H ^ ?�H < 1 , (4.1)

correspond, via H $ ?d✓, to perturbations of the axion which approach constant values at
the boundaries and which have finite energy

Z
d�✓ ^ ?d�✓ < 1 , (4.2)

– 11 –



Wormhole Stability
• We determine the stability of GS wormhole by carrying out the following steps:

• Parametrization of scalar perturbations and their boundary conditions. 

• Diffeomorphisms and physical degrees of freedom.

• Quadratic action.

• Integrate out non-dynamical and unphysical, gauge-dependent modes.

• Analyze spectrum of remaining physical modes.

Steps akin to analyzing gauge invariant perturbations in inflationary cosmology. 
But as we shall show, not only is the spectrum of perturbations 

but on-shell value of the quadratic action is important for determining stability.

[Loges, GS, Sudhir, ’22]

Conclusion: the Giddings-Strominger wormhole is perturbatively stable.



• The S-matrix bootstrap program and the Swampland program both aim to make precise the 
boundaries between consistent and inconsistent theories. 

• The Swampland program provides some clear targets for positivity bounds.

• Sharpening the gravitational positivity bounds is important for proving swampland constraints.

• No spinning WGC because of superradiance, but dualities mapping rotation to charges  
charged superradiance  WGC.

• WGC on charged BHs    correction of extremality bound of MP/Kerr BH.

• Axionic WGC which constrains axion inflation is a statement about wormhole fragmentation. 

• Swampland constraints (if established) can be used in combination with duality to obtain new 
positivity bounds which are otherwise difficult to prove directly with amplitude techniques.

⇒
⇒

⇒ λGB ≥ 0, ηR3 ≤ 0 ⇒

Summary


